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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 


HovusE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE FOR SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS, 
Washington 25, D. C., Thursday, May 6, 1956. 
Hon. Cart VINSON, 

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States House of Representatives, 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CHAtRMAN: The Special Investigating Subcommittee of 
the House Armed Services Committee, exercising the authority con- 
ferred by House Resolution 112, visited Fort Dix, N. J., United 
States Army Induction Center, pursuant to your direction. 

We conducted a public hearing in New York City. The testimony 
has now been returned from the Public Printer and is available for 
the information of the public on pages 169 through 291 of the pro- 
ceedings of the subcommittee. 

During the course of our hearings, as will appear in the public 
record, we stated conclusions with respect to the testimony which 
were perfectly obvious to anyone present. We have repeated those 
conclusions to you. But for the purpose of the record, since the hear- 
ing is in published form, we respectfully submit herewith a written 
report of our conclusions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
: F. Epwarp Hé&sert, Chairman. 
Wituiam E. Hess. 
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REPORT ON INVESTIGATIONS OF CONDITIONS AT 
FORT DIX, N. J. 





In February and early March 1955, three inductees doing their 
first 8 weeks of basic training at Fort Dix, N.J., contracted meningitis 
of a type known as ‘the “Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome. In 
layman’s language, it is described as an overwhelming, virulent 
infection. It is usually fatal. The onset of the disease is sudden. 
Diagnosis is not difficult. But the rapid spread of the disease seems 
to make even the most elaborate treatment ineffectual. The disease 
is transmitted by carrier. 

Private Weinrib died without regaining consciousness; Private 
Robinson was afflicted and lived a little longer; Private Danza 
recovered. Each had the same type of infection. The New York 
Mirror, under the byline of Joseph Famm (whose full name is 
F amiglietti) published several articles with alleged details of Weinrib’s 
affliction. The headlines ran: 

“Son Dead at Dix, Parents Cry ‘Why?’ ” 
“GI Death Brings Attacks on Fort Dix.” 
“Asks GI Death Probe.” 

“Pledge Fair Probe of Fort Dix.” 

An editorial followed: ‘“What’s Wrong at Fort Dix?” (pp. 280-283 
hearings). 

On Fe bruary 26, 1955, the reporter telephoned and then wrote the 
chairman of the Armed Services Committee on the letterhead of the 
New York Mirror (p. 279) enclosing his printed stories. We were 
directed to make an inquiry. 

The subcommittee visited Fort Dix on March 24, 1955. We 
examined the area where these inductees were quartered and the 
hospital where treatment was accorded. We inquired into the treat- 
ment afforded personnel and to the accessibility of medical care for 
personnel. We interviewed and ate (each at a separate table) with 
the troops, and we conducted inquiries during this time. 

On March 25, after having given due public announcement, we 
conducted an open hearing at the Federal courthouse in Foley Square, 
New York City. We announced that it was our intention to spread 
upon the record all the facts we were able to ascertain. 

Our committee investigators made a preliminary study and inter- 
viewed a number of witnesses. The parents of Weinrib were personaliy 
invited to appear. The invitation was renewed. A public invitation 
was extended to anyone with personal knowledge of any irregularity 
to come forward with any information which he might have. 

The hearing was covered by the press of New York City and en- 
virons. It w as w ell attended. Before recessing, the chairman in- 
quired whether ‘“‘anyone could throw any light’’ on the matters before 
the subcommittee; and he requested that they come forward. There 
was no response. 
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A thorough documentation of the medical knowledge and the facts 
about this form of meningitis, its prevalence, its incidence, its effect 
upon the human body, its treatment (so far as medical art and science 
has progressed), was given by the surgeon for the First Army, Brig. 
Gen. Crawford F. Sams. General Sams holds the Distinguished Serv- 
ice Cross for heroism in action behind enemy lines in Korea. He has 
spent 26 years in the service of the United States. The post surgeon 
and the medical staff of the post hospital testified at length and in 
detail. The presentation of these doctors is detailed in the hearings 
and need not be repeated here. It was a convincing statement on the 
disease and problems related to it. 

We inquired about the treatment of Weinrib by his attending 
physicians. One of the leading medical authorities in the treatment 
of this disease (on the staff of Mount Sinai Hospital in New York) 
was requested to review these cases. In his opinion, treatment ac- 
corded Weinrib, Robinson, and Danza was in accordance with the 
standards of the profession. His analysis appears at page 195 of the 
hearings. 

The chaplain testified at length. It is not necessary to repeat that 
testimony. But the chaplain could find nothing omitted which would 
have aided or assisted Weinrib or his parents in any way. 

We pursued the allegations made in the newspaper article about 
the treatment of Weinrib by asking questions of his comrades in arms 
who lived, served, and slept near him. The testimony of these Ameri- 
can boys is a tribute to our youth. It was a pleasure to hear from our 
future citizens upon whom the strength of our arms will rest. None 
of them could substantiate any of the allegations made in these news- 
paper articles nor anything therein imputed to Weinrib. 

The charges attributed to Weinrib are wholly inconsistent with the 
fact that he was selected as a leader and given fewer duties and 
better attention, because of that, than were many of the others who 
had to serve under him. In our opinion, these flamboyant charges 
are so unwarranted as to amount to fabrication. A simple inquiry 
from any responsible source would have elicited the same information 
which we adduced and published in our hearings. 

Robinson’s parents appeared to be more than satisfied with the 
care that the medical officers gave him and with the consideration 
that was shown to them. 

Danza recovered. We interviewed him. He could not say enough 
for the kind of treatment he received and was still receiving, and for 
the recovery which he was enjoying. 

Each of the three received the same treatment. 

Perhaps the best comment that we can make upon the charges made 
in the New York Mirror is to refer to the editorial which preceded our 
public hearing: 

Wuart’s WronG at Fort Drx? 

A young boy died at Fort Dix under circumstances which cry for a rigorous 
investigation. . 

This boy, Irwin Weinrib, 18, son of Mr. and Mrs. Morris Weinrib, of Far 
Rockaway, Queens, was typical of thousands of other American youngsters who 
are interrupting their careers—and gladly—to give the necessary service to their 
country. 





Young Weinrib died after 31 davs in the service—of fulminating meningitis. 
He was a big, strapping, athletic boy, musically inclined, never sick before. 

He wrote to his fiance of conditions at Dix. Unheated barracks. Men suffer- 
ing from colds and virus. His own experience in the hospital, with a 104 tem- 
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perature, and how he collapsed after a doctor ordered him to take a shower. 
How he was put on K. P. with a “bad cold,” a “bad headache” and a ‘‘terrible 
pain in the back of my neck. I keep telling the sergeants about it, but they 
think I’m goldbricking.”’ 

Then the boy was dead. When the Mirror revealed the story, scores of parents 
and GI’s and ex-GI’s called to tell of their knowledge of conditions at the huge 
induction center. 

Now First Army Headquarters has ordered an all-out probe. It seems to be 
long overdue. We say, “Make it good.” 


On March 28, 1955, we wrote to the editor of the New York Mirror 
asking for the news item covering our investigation: 


Monpay, Marca 28, 1955. 
Epitor, New York Mrrror, 
235 East 45th Street, New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: This subcommittee was directed by the chairman under the author- 
ity of the House of Representatives Resolution 112, to examine into the charges 
made in your newspaper. 

The subcommittee sent its investigator to interview your staff reporter and to 
investigate conditions and interview witnesses at Fort Dix. The subcommittee 
also held a public hearing in New York on March 25, 1955, at Federal courthouse, 
Foley Square, at which there were present a large number of press representatives. 

The subcommittee is about to publish your original news clippings with the 
findings of its investigation and the testimony taken at the public hearing. Un- 
fortunately, we do not have in our files the newspaper accounts of your coverage 
of this hearing on Thursday, March 24, when the subcommittee was at Fort Dix, 
and March 25 when the subcommittee’s public testimony was taken at the Federal 
courthouse, nor for March 26, the day following. To complete our records, 
because of your interest in this matter it would be appreciated if we could receive 
them from you by return mail to be published with your original articles. 

Sincerely yours, 
F. Epwarp Hfpert, Chairman. 


The city editor’s answer is as follows: 


New York MIRROR, 
New York City, April 3, 1956. 
Congressman F. Epwarp H&BERT, 
Chairman, Subcommittee for Special Investigations, 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


DEAR CONGRESSMAN H&BERT: Enclosed is a tearsheet of the Mirror of March 
26 regarding the Fort Dix matter. We did not have anything about the subject 
either on March 24 or 25. 

Yours very truly, 
Epwarp MArKEL, City Editor. 

We have yet to learn of any editorial retraction of the charges made 
in the editorial. 

The result of the excitement created by these news articles was that 
mothers and fathers became frantic. Fort Dix was deluged with 
telephone calls. Several shows canceled their appearance out of fear. 
The visiting rate dropped from 5,000 over a weekend to fewer than 
1,000. There could not have been more damage to thousands of 
American boys quartered at Fort Dix, N. J., than the cynical exploita- 
tion of human grief and misfortune, the innuendo hurled, and the fear 
generated by the reckless insinuation that conditions were not what 
they should be at Fort Dix. Everything that medical science knows, 
every comfort that creatures can give to one another, was given to 
these boys. The United States Army and its Medical Corps do not 
deserve the insinuations hurled at them, however great the anguish 
of loss may have been. 
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BARRACKS AND BUILDINGS 


We did find some things in the course of our investigation which 
we think require attention. The barracks (over 160 of them) occupied 
by inductees were built at the early part of World War II. They are 
frame and in a bad state of repair from use and from natural deteriora- 
tion. The heating systems were, of course, tailored to fit shortages 
during World War II. They are not suited to the present needs at 
Fort Dix. These barracks in severe weather become cold. 

While we were at Fort Dix our attention was called to a news release 
suggesting that the Army was proposing to spend in excess of $3 million 
for the rehabilitation of the barracks. In our opinion, that would be 
throwing money away. It will not remedy the situation. If Fort 
Dix is to be a permanent establishment for training of boys newly 
come into the service, this money could better be saved to build 
permanent barracks. ‘There is time and opportunity to do it. We 
have protested in an exchange of correspondence with the Secretary 
of the Army. We intend to pursue this matter. 


MEDICAL CARE 


A very important consideration, other than the actual cost of 
material going into the construction of these buildings, is the fact 
that the failure to properly house our personnel imposes very heavy 
costs on the Government. Military personnel not fully capable of 
performing the duties assigned to them do not remain in the barracks 
but must be sent to the medical centers. They are not returned until 
fully cured and ready for duty. 

The cost of this medical care is exceedingly high. Anything that 
generates illness, however minor, and prevents the soldier from per- 
forming his duty, simply puts additional costs on the medical depart- 
ment and taxes the hospital facilities of a post. 

On an Army post there is no place for convalescence other than 
the hospital. One is either sick or is well; able to perform military 
duties or not. There is a very impressive table of the incidence of 
respiratory diseases and the high rate of medical care during the severe 
weather in the winters at Fort Dix. 

It is not an answer, in our opinion, to say that these barracks are 
only temporary affairs. If the barracks are not performing their 
function, the costs are merely transferred to the medical department 
of the Army. That cost must be taken into account in balancing 
the total costs, to say nothing of the hardships to personnel in training 
who are not properly quartered. 


HEATING BARRACKS 


We believe that some reorganization of Army procedures for the 
firing of separate furnaces in these barracks while they are in use 
should be worked out. As it is, each unit uses its own ‘personnel to 
fire these furnaces. They are sent for a short period of training. There 
is some supervision and advice which they can get if their furnaces 
do not work; but it is by no means an leak system. Many know 
nothing about firing a furnace; and it is too much to expect them to 
learn coincidental with their training. 
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We believe the old self-sufficient unit system should be renovated 
in the light of modern conditions so that the firing will be done by 
people who know their business, and not the casual hand. 


CONCLUSIONS 


It is our opinion that the charges concerning the medical treat- 
ment of personnel at Fort Dix, contained in the New York Mirror 
prior to the time of our hearings, are wholly unwarranted and 
unsupported. 

There has been a calculated exploitation of human misery on a scale 
unparalleled in like circumstances, in the opinion of this subcommittee. 
The good reputations of the medical officers at Fort Dix have been 
blighted by this innuendo and damaged by the suspicions recklessly 
and carelessly directed at them. Mothers and fathers of inductees 
in the military services have spent sleepless nights as a result of what 
really amounts to a hoax perpetrated upon them. Happily for the 
free press of America, only a small and, we hope, diminishing segment 
of informational media bri ings disr epute upon an honorable profession. 

We believe that the United States Army must make a more 
ser oan and careful study of the housing needs at Fort Dix rather than 
spend another $3 million in rehabilitating already dilapidated buildings 
and transferring the costs to Army hospitals for necessarily expensive 
medical care. 

3. Of lesser importance, but nonetheless to be considered, is a slight 
change in the heating and firing of furnaces in individual barracks, 
by transferring that duty to experienced hands in the permanent 
cadre instead of selection from the training units. 

Respectfully submitted. 

F. Epwarp H&sert, Chairman. 
Wituiam E. Hess. 
Dated: May 5, 1955. 
Approved: May 9, 1955. 
Cart VINSON, 
Chairman, Armed Services Committee. 


O 








